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Re: Petition for Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirements

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Cornerstone Church (Assemblies of God), Inc. (“Petitioner™), by its counsel, hereby

requests an exemption from the closed captioning rules for its program, InFocus on the basis of

undue burden, pursuant to § 79.1(f) of the Commission’s rules. Attached hereto is an affidavit

attesting to the facts set forth below in support of this petition.

Introduction

Petitioner is a non-profit ministry located in Madison, Tennessee. InFocus consists of

segments from Petitioner’s weekly services, edited to fit a 30-minute format, and it airs at 10

a.m. on Sundays in the Nashville, Tennessee market. The purpose of this programming is to
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share and spread Petitioner’s fellowship and teachings to the area viewing audience; it contains
no solicitations for financial contributions.
Undue Financial Burden Imposed by Closed Captioning Requirement

To provide closed captioning for InFocus, Petitioner reports that it must spend $275 per
episode, for a total of $14,300, z:mnuaEl;,/.E Attached hereto, as Exhibit A, is Petitioner’s 2005
Annual Report (“Report™), which contains an itemized depiction of Petitioner’s current financial
position. Expenses for programming (TV Ministry) totaled $166,655.92 in 2005; closed
captioning alone accounted for approximately 8.5% of this amount.” Because Petitioner is a non-
profit entity, all income not put toward operating costs or repayment of existing liabilities must
be reinvested into the organization’s mission. Therefore, any funds currently spent on closed
captioning are being diverted away from its outreach, ministry and charitable work. Petitioner
traditionally allocates a significant amount of its revenues for missions, as demonsirated by both
the 2005 total mission expenditures of $1,300,183.92 and the target 2006 mission expenditures
of $1,440,146.00.° While closed captioning makes up a small fraction of outreach costs, it is
comparable to the amount spent for construction of a church in Kenya, one of Petitioner’s unique

mission projects.’ Moreover, the programming itself generates no revenue, as it airs without

! Petitioner has made a good-faith effort to provide captioning for all programming aired since
January 1, 2006, to comply with the requirements under the newly-implemented Section
79.1{bY(1)(iv) of the Commission’s rules.

? See Report at 3.
* See Report at 2-3.

* Gee Petitioner’s Web site, available ar hitp://www.cornerstonenashville org/section.aspx?page=prayer
(last visited January 31, 2006).
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advertising sponsorship, and all production costs are borne by Petitioner as a service to the

public.

Other factors that contribute to burden on Petitioner

Beyond the financial burden imposed on Petitioner, providing captioning also negatively
impacts the timing of Petitioner’s production process. Petitioner uses a captioning service
located in Baltimore, due to the unavailability of any such service in its community or region.
As a result, Petitioner must complete its editing well enough in advance of the scheduled
broadcast to have time to ship it to the captioner, allow a period for transcription, dubbing to the
appropriate format and delivery of the program to the broadcaster. Not only does the additional
step in production increase the risk of delayed broadcast, it limits production flexibility and
heightens the possibility for damage to or loss of the programming material.
Additional Information

Petitioner is sensitive to the needs of its hearing-impaired viewers and, as a reasonable
alternative to closed-captioning, proposes to include a sign-language interpretation of its content
as an insertion at the bottom corner of each program. This could be accomplished in-house, at a

much lower cost and in less time than is currently demanded by closed captioning.
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Conclusion

As demonstrated above, providing closed captioning for InFocus creates an undue burden
for Petitioner, and therefore, the Commission should grant a waiver of the closed captioning
requirements under Section 79.1(f) of its rules. If more information is needed, please contact the

undersigned.

Respectfully Submitted,
Cornerstone Church (Assemblies of God), Inc.

j : LZ f,z./,_,,i L;{@a,{éw

Joseph M. DiScipio, Esq. //
Sima N. Chowdhury, Esq./

Irs Counsel

Date: February 3, 2006
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EXHIBIT A

See attached.
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FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.

February 3, 2006
Page 6 of 6

EXHIBIT B

See attached
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AFFIDAVIT

I, Dana Lawson, am Chief Financial Officer of Cornerstone Church, and I have reviewed
the attached Petition for Exemption for Closed Captioning Requirements on the basis of
Undue Burden, filed on behalf of Comnerstone Chur ppn information and belief, 1
find the statements regarding our organization amn oglis fto be true and accurate and T
affirm that the pctition complies with the require s pet forth in Section 79.1(f) of the
Commission’s rules, {

Dana W. Lawson, CFO

[-21-e4

Date




